
 
MAGB statement on Glyphosate Use on Malting Barley 

 
 
The MAGB recognises that the use of glyphosate on malting barley continues to attract 
significant attention from growers, supply chain partners, and consumers. As an industry 
body, we believe it is important to clarify the current legal status of glyphosate, how it can be 
used responsibly, and what this means for the quality and safety of British malting barley 
and malt. 
 
Is glyphosate safe to use?  
Glyphosate has been authorised by the European Commission, until 2033, as safe to use for 
cultivation of cereals, including malting barley,  Glyphosate - European Commission.  This 
followed an extensive review by the European Food Safety Authority which concluded that 
glyphosate poses minimal risk to non-target plants and animals when used appropriately. 
This view was also upheld in a joint report from the World Health Organisation and the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of the UN glyphosate-and-ampa-fact-sheet-2022.pdf.  
 
Further evaluation has been undertaken in the UK by HSE and it is authorised for use until 
15/12/26.   The use of glyphosate as a pre-harvest desiccant is permitted in Great Britain 
(England, Scotland and Wales), though not in the EU (or Northern Ireland) providing the 
product label lists desiccant as an authorised use.  Guidelines have been issued by AHDB to 
ensure all use of glyphosate is undertaken using good farming practices Pre-harvest 
glyphosate use in cereals and oilseed rape | AHDB 
 
Can we be reassured that residues are low?  
Member companies of the MAGB regularly monitor barley for agrochemicals (Agrochemicals 
& Pesticides - The Maltsters’ Association of Great Britain). This includes glyphosate and 
results have consistently demonstrated that residues are well below the EU regulatory limit 
(20 ppm). Results also show that during malting a substantial proportion of chemical 
residues are washed from the grain by the steep water or are destroyed during kilning. 
Residues in malts are therefore significantly lower than in barleys and is confirmed by 
surveillance of commercial malts.  
 
Contractual specifications are also important  
The MAGB is also aware that individual companies may hold views that differ from others 
and in some cases, this is down to the markets in which they operate. For this reason, there 
may be differing company positions regarding glyphosate and its use in the supply chain.  
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/approval-active-substances-safeners-and-synergists/renewal-approval/glyphosate_en
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/wash-documents/water-safety-and-quality/chemical-fact-sheets-2022/glyphosate-and-ampa-fact-sheet-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=26028aae_2&download=true
https://ahdb.org.uk/pre-harvest-glyphosate?utm_source=co_agronomyfocus_20250626&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cereals+%26+oilseeds+-+agronomy+focus&utm_term=news&utm_content=text?utm_source=co_agronomyfocus_20250626&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cereals+%26+oilseeds+-+agronomy+focus&utm_term=news&utm_content=text&_cldee=TxF4XWgm9Yg-b1zBl35LAZ8dGNPYQ8vG-3E4K-z9WwuIVUkvJ4YF0KZHwrznziRl&recipientid=contact-5ecc9d66c585e81180ce005056b864bf-cbb7d6e7d3e441bd9d93034bd1ad4b3a&esid=39cadc7f-1850-f011-877b-002248c76982
https://ahdb.org.uk/pre-harvest-glyphosate?utm_source=co_agronomyfocus_20250626&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cereals+%26+oilseeds+-+agronomy+focus&utm_term=news&utm_content=text?utm_source=co_agronomyfocus_20250626&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cereals+%26+oilseeds+-+agronomy+focus&utm_term=news&utm_content=text&_cldee=TxF4XWgm9Yg-b1zBl35LAZ8dGNPYQ8vG-3E4K-z9WwuIVUkvJ4YF0KZHwrznziRl&recipientid=contact-5ecc9d66c585e81180ce005056b864bf-cbb7d6e7d3e441bd9d93034bd1ad4b3a&esid=39cadc7f-1850-f011-877b-002248c76982
https://www.ukmalt.com/technical/8-food-and-feed-safety/pesticides-agrochemicals/
https://www.ukmalt.com/technical/8-food-and-feed-safety/pesticides-agrochemicals/

